To: Members of the George Herbert community

From: Robert Whalen and Christopher Hodgkins

Re: The Digital Temple, beta version

We are very pleased to announce the release of a beta version—the digital equivalent of galley proofs—for The Digital Temple, our documentary edition of Herbert’s Temple. This born-digital resource includes original- and modern-spelling transcriptions of the manuscripts and first edition, linked to high-resolution images of the sources, and including a full set of textual and critical annotations. The link below will take you to an entry page with three portals:

(1) Documentation, including a textual/critical introduction; descriptions of the project file structure, programming languages, and encoding protocol; and instructions pertaining to the user interface.

(2) Discrete witnesses: Williams MS. Jones B62 (excluding the Latin poems), Bodleian MS. Tanner 307, and a copy of The Temple, first edition.

(3) Poems in parallel display, with textual and critical annotations.

http://digitaltemple.rotunda.upress.virginia.edu/
The password and username are identical: herbert1633.

This present version, though lacking the presentational aesthetics of that scheduled for publication later this year, is more or less complete, though note below that we invite your constructive comments at this stage. The editors and technical staff at University of Virginia Press currently are working on a set of search mechanisms to be included in the user interface. We also are seeking to improve what we believe to be a significant shortcoming, namely the inability to view with ease images of the Tanner or “Bodleian” manuscript of The Temple. Because this artifact is a large folio volume and the script is faint and wispy, the current image viewer insufficiently handles its display, especially in the poems-in-parallel mode. We are presently seeking a solution to this problem.

We are asking that you explore the edition and report back to us any additional concerns and suggestions. One advantage of a digital edition is that it is infinitely improveable, and, in programming language, “extensible” or open-ended. However, while we appreciate the desire to add significant new materials and enhancements—links to other web sites, recordings of poems read aloud, etc.—we ask that you confine your observations, for now, to the present offering’s usability. We want to know what you find difficult or awkward or even annoying about the navigation tools built into the user interface, and the ways in which you think display of the content—transcriptions, images, and notes—might be improved.

Please send your comments—under the subject heading “Digital Temple Comments”—to both Chris and Rob: herbconf@uncg.edu, rwhalen@nmu.edu. 

Sincerely,
Chris Hodgkins and Rob Whalen   
